








































NUMBER CXLIX. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 
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To be continued ewery THURSDAY. 
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Tuursbday, November the 6th, 1755. 





Cantantes licet ufque (minus via ledet) eamus. 
VIRGIL. 


To Mr Fitz-ApamM. 







SIR, 
ROSE NO DO not know that you, or any 
peo 5 he iis of your predeceflors, have ever paid 
cola asy%2 your compliments to a moft ufeful 





branch of this community ; I mean 
the ancient and reputable fociety 
of BALLAD-SINGERS. Thefe har- 
monious itinerants do not cheat the country people with 
idle tales of being taken prifoners by the Turks, or 
amaimed by the Algerines, but earn an honeft livelihood, 


by 
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by a proper exertion of thofe talents, with which na- 
ture has endowed them. For if 2 brawny-fhouldered 
porter may live by turning prize-fighter, or a gentle- 
man of the fame make, by turning petticoat-pen- 
fioner, I do not fee why a perfon cndued with the 
gift of a melodious voice, is not equally entitled to 
all the advantages which can poffibly arife from it. 


WirTu regard to the antiquity of this profefion, 
in all probability, we owe the invention of it to old 
Homer himfelf, who hawked his lliad about the 
ftreets for an obolus a book. But as the trade was 
not then brought into any repute, and as his poetry 
wanted the refinement of modern times, he couid 
fcarce earn bread for himfelf and his family. Thefpis, 
the Athenian, made a great improvement in the art; 
he harneffed Pegafus to a cart, from which he dif- 
perfed his ballads ; and by keeping all the public fairs, 
made fhift to pick up a tolerable maintenance. This 
improvement our Englifh ballad-fingers have neglect- 
ed: whether they think there is any thing really omi- 
nous in mounting a cart, or whether the fneers of 
the populace, who are always throwing out their in- 
folent jefts on their fuperiors, have prevented them 
from making ufe of that vehicle, I will not pretend 


to determine. 


Amonc the Romans too this practife was pre- 
ferved. Virgil makes one of his fhepherd’s fay to 
another, by way of reproach, 

Non tu in triviis, indoéte, folebas 
Stridenti miferum flipuld difperdere carmen ? 


But 
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But this was becaufe, as Milton tranflates it, “* his 
« Jean and flathy fongs grated on his ferannel pipe 
« of wretched flraw.” But this never can be ob- 
jected to my fair country-women, whofe melodious 
voices give every fyllable (not of a lean and flafhy, 
but of a fat and plump fong) it’s juft emphafis, to 
the delight, and inftru€tion of the attentive audience. 
By the way, I fufpect that Virgil was a hawker 
himfelf; for he fays, 
Ajcreumque cano Romana per oppida carmen, 

which in plain Englifh is no more than this, 


I fing my ballads through the ftreets of Rome. 


WERE it not for this mufical fociety, the country 
people would never know how the world of letters 
goes on. Party fongs might come out, and the par- 
fon never fee them ; jovial fongs, and the iquire ne- 
ver hear them; or love fongs, and his daughter ne- 
ver figh over them. I would have a_baliad-finger 
well furnithed with all thefe, before the fets out on 
her travels: then bloody murthers for fchool-boys 
and apprentices, conundrums and conjuring books for 
footmen and maid-fervants, hiftories and ftory-books 
for young matters and miffes, will turn to an excel- 
fent account. And as the trades of ballad-finging 
and fortune-telling generally go together in the coun- 
try, like furgeon and apothecary, I think it would 
not be amifs, if their friends the poets would furnifh 
them with rhimes fuited to the occafion, that their 
predictions may wear the true mafk of oracles, and 
like thofe of the fibyl, be given out in metre. 
And to come ftill nearer to the original, a joint- 
ftoo! would make an excellent tripod. 


UsELESs 
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Usetess as this profeffion may feem, it ferves to 
fupport two others ; I mean the worfhipful and nu- 
Merous companies of printers who have no bufinefs 
and poets who have no genius. A good fong, that 
is a very good fong, I love Sue, for inftance, or Collin 
and Phebe, will run you through fifty editions: but 
Jet it be never fo good, it will always give way toa 
newer; fo that the printer has by this means conftant 
employment for his prefs, which would otherwife be 


idle, and the poet a conftant market for his wit, which 
would otherwife live and die with it’s author in obfcu- 


rity. 


As I have a great regard for thefe itinerant fyrens, 


not arifing from any perfonal favours that I have re. 
_ ceived from them, nor founded on whim and fancy, 
but from a well-weighed confideration of their fervice 
to the public, I have thought of a fcheme, which will 
at once both ennoble their profeffion, and render their 
lives infinitely more comfortable. It is this. Many 
profeffors of mufic, whofe talents have been fhame- 
fully neglected in town (for in thefe degenerate days, 
men of merit are but little regarded) condefcend for 
the amufement of the country people, to enliven the 
hemours of the wake with violins, dulcimores, har- 
pinets, &c. With thefe ingenious gentlemen I would 
perfuade’ our fair ballad-fingers to incorporate. Some 
few misfortunes they have indeed met with, which 
I think myfelf obliged in honour to reveal ; and thoie 
are, the lofs of eyes, legs, and other trifles, which 
a prudent, thinking woman would difregard, when 
over-balanced by fuch excellent qualifications. The 


expence of children may poflibly be urged, as an ob- 
jection 
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jection wo this fcheme; but I anfwer, that chilcren will 
of neceflity come, whether our bi lad-fiagnng «dics 
are marticd or not: and while the parents are mutually 
travelling with the younger at their backs, the elder 
will, in all probability, be able to walk; fo that they 
may geta reputable livelihood, by the lawful profef- 
fion of begging, till fuch time as they are of a proper 
age to learn the rudiments of mufic under the tuition 
of their father. But pilfering I would by all means 
have them avoid; it hurts the credit of the profeifion, 


Now what a comfortable life muft this be! A per- 
petual concert of vocal and inftrumental mufic! And 
if Orpheus, with only his lyre, drew after him beafts 
and trees (by which people ate apt to imagine that 
nothing more is meant than the country-bumkins) 
what will not the melodious fiddle of one of thefe pro- 
feffors do, when in unifon with the voice of his beau- 
tiful helpmate ? 


As for the marriage at, and guardians confent, and 
fuch new-fangled- ftuff, I would by no means have 
them pay any regard to it. For as the ladies, when 
in town for the winter feafon, are generally refident 


about Fleet-Ditch, a certain public-fpirited clergyman, 
who lodges in that neighbourhood, and whom I would 
by all means recommend, will tack together half a 


dozen couple at a minute’s warning, and the parliament 
be never the wifer. 


I am, 
SIR, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
T. D. 


Whereas 
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Whereas two letters, figned A. Z. have been lately 
jent to Mr. Fitz-Adam; the furft containing a very 
witty, but wanton abufe of a lady of great worth and 
diftinttion ; the fecond full of fcurrilous refentment againft 
Mr. Fitz-Adam for not publifhing the faid letter ; this 
as to acquaint the writer of it, that till his manners bear 
Some little proportion to bis wit, he cannot be admitted 
as a correfpondent in this paper. 


Erratum. 


. In the laft Woruip, page 889, line 26, for /imulates 
the gentlenefs of the dove, read /mulates. 
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